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Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARK 
Washington, D.C. 30231 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



FILING DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER 



DATE MAILED: 

INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

r*r (3) 

(2) A^c/g /As //~/~A»^ ? 3^ Z7 L (4) 

Date of Interview 7 J j 

Type: □ Telephonic □ Televideo Conference JS Persona! (copy is given to □applicant (^applicant's representative). 
Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: □ Yes J3 No If yes, brief description: _ 



Agreement K) was reached. □ was not reached. 
Claim(s) discussed: \ f / bf 3 ^ *lr></ ^3 



Identification of prior art discussed: A/^€z/c (V/J) r%j' //y j^^si^ JZ~j/ t<Lhdt^ JtJyu.^^ 

Description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was reached, or any other comments- i y i* JL£ &JUt £J^§L 

( A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments, if available, which the examiner agreed would render the claims allowable 
must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments which would render the claims allowable is available, a summary thereof must be 
attached.) 

(£3 It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of.the interview. 

Unless the paragraph above has been checked to indicate to the contrary. A FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION 
IS NOT WAIVED AND MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office 

lnSS^M^ e ^ y b6en fHed ' APPL,CANT ,S GIVEN 0NE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE 
SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. 

Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an attachment to another form. 



FORM PTOL-413 (REV. 2-98) 



Best Available Copy 



Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, Section 713.04 Substance of Interview must Be Made of Record 

Except as otherwise provided, a complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face or telephone Interview with regard to an application must be 
made of record in the a pplication, whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

§1.133 Interviews 

(b) In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the 
interview as warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant. An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1.111 
and 1.135. (35 U.S.C. 132) 

§ 1.2. Business to be transacted in writing. AH business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of 
applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and Trademark Office is unnecessary The-action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively 
on the written record in the Office No attention will be paid to any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or 
doubt. 

The ajiian of the Potent and Trademark Office cannot he based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself incomplete through the failure 
to record tfop substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or ager.t Jo make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless the examiner indicates 
he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies which bear directly on the question of 
patentability. 

Examiners must complete a two-sheet carbon interleaf Interview Summary Form for each interview held after January 1 . 1978 where a matter of substance has 
been discussed during the Interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks in neat handwritten form using a ball point pen. Discussions regarding 
only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 81 2.01 of the Manual of Patent 
Examining Procedure, pointing out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, or resulting in arV^xaminer's amendment Jhat fully set&torth 
the agreement are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below J" *'* (U*' "% ' ¥V\^3i*V** : * ' ^ 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate paper number, placed i&ihefigt^ha.nd Dprtion of ttie fits, 'and listed o/Uhe °&ontentV list »n the file 
wrapper In a personal interview, tho duplicate copy of the Fonn is removed and givefHc-^^rfean*^ aforrV?^* age^-fit ihe^orffc'fcjsfcriN ♦rtfe iAtenfew. In the 
case of a telephonic interview, the rony is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address either fcith or prior.to the rife xt .official communication. 

> •• <$: x 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: « i 

-Application Number of the application 
-Name of applicant 
-Name of examiner 

- Date of interview '\ 

- Type of interview (personal cr telephonic) 

-Name of panicipant(s)) (applicant, attorney or agent, etc.) 

-An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

-An identification of the claims discussed 

-An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

-An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so. a description of the general nature of the agree.mentjmay be by attachment of a copy 
of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable! (Agreements as to allowa§^t^n» ie^JgiJi^a^jd do nrjj re^rict furtr\er ; -action r^y the examiner to the 

. ... . ,-- x, , . ,4 "'• ' 



-The signature of ifeex&mtne^w^q conducted i thsjpten^iew \ *' * • \ * 



• v. ' ' ^ 

The Form also contains a statement reminding the applicant of his responsibility to record the substance o! the interview. 

II i£/feSfceabte tha*jhe*exami»ier o:aliy lemind the applicant of his obligation to record v>e substance of the inlnrvlew in each case unless both applicant and 
examine ragrefi^l^t^'n^r^Y^trw;^^^ »ecnrd same Whei*» :hn .-ayoroin«i- agrees <o record the subs' woe of the interview, or when it is adequately recorded on the 
Form orjn an attachronn: to the F^jn.^ie examiner should check a £>ox »l the bo^om oj the Pom informing ihe*3p$iican; that he need not supplement the<Form by 
subgntftjg a ftpyaie /eco^ofV^^tanpp oljh.e inte^v* > ^ % J % V* ^ .-, a^* \\ \\h % . *\\ C.\ % e 5* 'i 

It should be noted! flowever, that lb»*< intprviewLSumroa r y fprm wit? nr5tti6tmal|y be considered k comptete anfrproper recordation of thf^nterview^jnless it includes, 
a <s ^ppier^eiitfid'^t^^p^ttpt/oi >hctei^inq^i|\«]rkKj«,^ app&frbie ?teiji»oeq « j! re^ below cooedrningitf 1 & ftfyratantp of^tt^ ir^<fetv;t*v> :, <o. ; 

A complete and proper, recordation of the^Wbstance of any interview shoufoN?ir\jrje at least the 'oilowina applicable items: » « , "N ^ 

1) A brief description of the nature ol any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted. % " 

2) an identification ol the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments nt a substantive nature discussed, unless These are already described on the interview Summary 
Form completed by the examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner. The identification of arguments need not be lengthy cr 
elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not required. The identification o? the arguments Is sufficient if the general nature 
or thrust of the principal arguments made to the examiner can be uodeeMood in the context o* the app^cation file Ol course, the applicant may desire to 
emphasize and fully describe Ihose arguments which he feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner, 

G) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, ihe general results or outcome of the Interview unless already described in the interview Summary Form completed by the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's 'ecord of the substance ol an interview. If the record is no! complete or accurate, the examiner will give the 
applicant one month from the da«p o* 'he notifying letter to complete the reply and thereby avoid abandonment of !hp application (37 CFR 1 135(c) ). 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

Applicant's summary of what tnok place at the interview should be carefully checked to determine the accuracy of any argument or statement attributed to the 
examiner during the interview it there is an inaccuracy and i* bears directly on the question of paipniahit'ly 'l should be pointed oul in the next Office letter. II the 
claims are allowable fo r other reason? of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth his nr her version n» -he statement attributed to him. If the record is 
complete and accurate, the examUv*' should place Uk* indication "Nerview record OK" on thp paper -or^rriirvj ih<> cuhstfis>:;e nt injofyjow along with the da|p and 
the examiner's initials. 





Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Interview Summary 


10/085,821 


LATHAN ET AL 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






McDieunel Marc 


3661 





Ail participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 
(1) McDieunel Marc . (3) 



(2) Rochelle Lieberman, Reg., No.. 39.276 . (4). 
Date of Interview: 28 July 2003 . 

Type: a)D Telephonic b)Q Video Conference 
c)^ Personal [copy given to: 1)D applicant 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: 1.16.32 and 43 . 

Identification of prior art discussed: Marck (Minnimallv Invasive and Robotic Surgery) . 

Agreement with respect to the claims f)|EI was reached. g)D was not reached. h)D N/A. 

Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: Applicant's representative will amend independent claims 1. 16. 32 and 43 in order 
to put the application in condidtion for allowance. Examiner will update the search. . 



2)M applicant's representative] 
eM No. 



(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE 
INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 71 3.04). If a reply to the last Office action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS 
GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE, OR THE MAILING DATE OF THIS INTERVIEW SUMMARY 
FORM, WICHEVER IS LATER, TO FILE A STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See 
Summary of Record of Interview requirements on reverse side or on attached sheet. 



Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 

Attachment to a signed Office action. Examiner's signature, if req/ired 



Examiner's signature, if req/ired 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-41 3 (Rev. 04-03) Interview Summary Paper No. 7 



^^unary of Record of Interview Requiremeitf^ 



Manual of Patent Examining Procedure (MPEP), Section 713.04, Substance of Interview Must be Made of Record 

A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face, video conference, or telephone interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

Title 37 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 1.133 Interviews 

Paragraph (b) 

In every instance where reconsideration is requested in view of an interview with an examiner, a complete written statement of the reasons presented at the interview as 
warranting favorable action must be filed by the applicant An interview does not remove the necessity for reply to Office action as specified in §§ 1 .1 1 1 , 1 .1 35. (35 U.S.C. 1 32) 

37 CFR §1.2 Business to be transacted in writing. 
All business with the Patent or Trademark Office should be transacted in writing. The personal attendance of applicants or their attorneys or agents at the Patent and 
Trademark Office is unnecessary. The action of the Patent and Trademark Office will be based exclusively on the written record in the Office. No attention will be paid to 
any alleged oral promise, stipulation, or understanding in relation to which there is disagreement or doubt. 



The action of the Patent and Trademark Office cannot be based exclusively on the written record in the Office if that record is itself 
incomplete through the failure to record the substance of interviews. 

It is the responsibility of the applicant or the attorney or agent to make the substance of an interview of record in the application file, unless 
the examiner indicates he or she will do so. It is the examiner's responsibility to see that such a record is made and to correct material inaccuracies 
which bear directly on the question of patentability. 

Examiners must complete an Interview Summary Form for each interview held where a matter of substance has been discussed during the 
interview by checking the appropriate boxes and filling in the blanks. Discussions regarding only procedural matters, directed solely to restriction 
requirements for which interview recordation is otherwise provided for in Section 812.01 of the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, or pointing 
out typographical errors or unreadable script in Office actions or the like, are excluded from the interview recordation procedures below. Where the 
substance of an interview is completely recorded in an Examiners Amendment, no separate Interview Summary Record is required. 

The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate Paper No., placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the 
"Contents" section of the file wrapper. In a personal interview, a duplicate of the Form is given to the applicant (or attorney or agent) at the 
conclusion of the interview. In the case of a telephone or video-conference interview, the copy is mailed to the applicant's correspondence address 
either with or prior to the next official communication. If additional correspondence from the examiner is not likely before an allowance or if other 
circumstances dictate, the Form should be mailed promptly after the interview rather than with the next official communication. 

The Form provides for recordation of the following information: 

- Application Number (Series Code and Serial Number) 

- Name of applicant 

- Name of examiner 

- Date of interview 

- Type of interview (telephonic, video-conference, or personal) 

- Name of participant(s) (applicant, attorney or agent, examiner, other PTO personnel, etc.) 

- An indication whether or not an exhibit was shown or a demonstration conducted 

- An identification of the specific prior art discussed 

- An indication whether an agreement was reached and if so, a description of the general nature of the agreement (may be by 
attachment of a copy of amendments or claims agreed as being allowable). Note: Agreement as to allowability is tentative and does 
not restrict further action by the examiner to the contrary. 

- The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview (if Form is not an attachment to a signed Office action) 

It is desirable that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his or her obligation to record the substance of the interview of each case. It 
should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form will not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview 
unless it includes, or is supplemented by the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the 
substance of the interview. 

A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: 

1 ) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of the specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the 
Interview Summary Form completed by the Examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner, 

(The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not 
required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature or thrust of the principal arguments made to the 
examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to emphasize and fully 
describe those arguments which he or she feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner.) 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Summary Form completed by 
the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete and 
accurate, the examiner will give the applicant an extendable one month time period to correct the record. 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

If the claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth the examiner's version of the 
statement attributed to him or her. If the record is complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication, "Interview Record OK" on the 
paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and the examiner's initials. 



2 



